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Handling / Arrival -URC


Open both the boxes and bags. Stick immediately; do not store. Though not necessary, one may choose to dip cuttings in rooting hormone to ensure propagation success.
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                   Air temperature:�
                    22 °C, 72 F�
�
                   Soil temperature:�
                    20 °C, 68 F�
�
 





Light intensities above 2000 foot candles after cuttings are callused is recommended to reduce potential stretch. Spray applications of B-Nine or Dazide (Daminozide) at 1,500-2500 ppm may be applied to liners to pre­vent stretching and to tone the liners. Heavy shade, low light, and close spacing causes stretch of liners. XXL Dahlias should be rooted under long days of at least 14 hours. The cuttings should become turgid after approximately three days.





Handling / Arrival -RC


Unpack boxes and plant immediately.  If liners must be held a few days, provide full sun, adequate spacing, and irrigate with fertilizer.





Pot/Substrate


Use a sterile, well drained root medium with a starter charge (SME EC 1.5). Root medium pH should be 5.7-6.3. After transplanting water liners in with a fertilizer solution. Plant 1 plant per pot in 6 inch, 1-2 in gallons and 8 inch, 2-3 in 10 inch and bigger. Crop time from RC for finishing in the early spring under ideal conditions is 12-14 weeks, and 10-12 weeks later in the spring through the summer.





Light / Temperature


Plants should be grown at 70 F (21 C) day/ 65 F (18 C) night temperature. Plants must be grown under long days with a minimum day length of 14 hours. Plants can also be grown with night interruption light¬ing from 10 pm to 2 am. Plants should be grown in full sunlight. Low light will slow flower¬ing and cause stretch.





Fertilizer


Dahlia XXL should be grown with high fertility with a root medium EC 2.0-2.5 (SME) using a complete fertilizer. Maintain a root medium pH of 5.7-6.3.





Pinch / PGR


Plants should be pinched leaving 2 nodes 10-14 days after pot¬ting liners. Liners can be pinched leaving 2 nodes at potting if liners have not been hardened or stressed after rooting. Earlier pinching will reduce crop time. Apply B-Nine or Dazide (Daminozide) at 2500 ppm beginning when plant growth reaches the sides of the pots. Additional applications should be made every 2 weeks as needed. Hint - Apply B-Nine or Dazide (Daminozide) at 2500 ppm to plants just before flowering to reduce flower peduncle stretch and improve sales appeal.





Plant Protection


These fast growing Dahlias have relatively few problems with diseases. Nevertheless, it is recommended to guard them against Phytophtora and Rhizoctonia. The main insect pests are the white fly, trips, snails and Acari. A clean environment is always positive for a good plant development and reduces the risk of diseases. We also recommend spacing the plants properly and on time.
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